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            JEHOVAH WITNESSES (JW)




CURRENT FACTS

MEMBERSHIP: nearly 6 million active baptized members in 1999. 5 to 7 million additional interested persons, or inactive members. There are some 24+ sects of JW. They spent 1.1 billion hours evangelizing in 234 countries (Watchtower, 1-1-00). To bring one convert to baptism involves 10 active Witnesses and some 1,800 hours of service. There has been a steady exodus of membership. From 1949 to 1975 at least 400,000 baptized Witnesses left the JW. From 1970-1979 over 750,000 members left the organization or were disfellowshipped, due in a large part to authoritarianism, legalism, stress, and medical hazards.

FOUNDER: Charles Taze Russell (President: 1884-1916). Held their first Bible Study in 1870 in Allegheny, PA. JW sprang from this Bible study. In 1876 the class voted C. Russell their pastor. In 1879 Russell founded a periodical “Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence” which evolved into the “Watchtower–-Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom”. Russell founded and installed himself as president of “Zion’s Watch Tower Track Society.” 

HISTORY: In 1931 Joseph F. Rutherford (1916-1942) adopted the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” to separate Rutherford’s followers from traditional Christian groups and Russellite splitter groups. He was primarily responsible for starting door-to-door preaching. He began his own publication “Awake.” President Knorr (1942-1977) released portions of “The New World Translation” in 1950 – JW translation of the Bible. President Franz (1977-1992) began a crackdown on dissident JW in 1980 when his own nephew was expelled from the organization. 

CHIEF PUBLICATIONS: “Awake”; “The Watchtower”; and “The New World Translation.”

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES THEOLOGY

SOURCE -- Seventh-day Adventism and Christadelphianism exerted a marked influence upon Russell and they clearly became the source of his theology. This was first asserted in the book, “The Chaos of the Cults” in 1929: “The origin of the Russell-Rutherford-Knorr theology, especially of its eschatology, lies in Seventh-day Adventism”.

NATURE OF
 GOD – They are polytheistic; but more specifically, henotheistic – a belief in many gods with one principal deity that is worshipped. They do not worship Jesus, only the father Jehovah. Only Jehovah is eternal. “He is omniscient, but not omnipresent although His power extends everywhere.”
 

TRINITY – JW’s give 5 reasons why they reject the Trinity: 1) The Trinity was not part of the early church, but was a development of paganism; 2) The Trinity is not found in the Bible; 3) It is an invention of Satan to malign Jehovah’s name; 4) It is a doctrine of polytheism, teaching three gods; 5) It is irrational.

JESUS - He is “a god” who became the Christ/Messiah at his baptism. He was Jehovah’s first spirit son. His existence has three stages: He was first created as a special, but mortal angel known as “Michael the Archangel” – a creation of God. He was the first thing Jehovah God created, and then Jesus created everything else. Second, Michael ceased to exist and became or was recreated as Jesus, a literal human being, and a mere man, nothing more. He lived with a heavenly God-like existence, but was not God or even “a god.” There is no incarnation – “God becoming flesh.” The physical man Jesus ceased to exist at his death and was not resurrected. Thirdly, After Jesus’ death, Michael was recreated as a new and improved spiritually powerful immortal angel. This newly recreated Michael was the 1st to receive immortality. This recreated and more glorious Michael, (still named Jesus) is a totally different person than the Jesus who walked upon the earth. However, the glorious Michael has the same identity as Jesus.

CHRIST – is not one member, but many. We are capable of being a Christ. Jesus was not born the Christ, but became the Christ at His baptism.

HOLY SPIRIT – is an impersonal and invisible active force. A force or energy that accomplishes God’s will. God gets things done by sending forth an invisible active force. He sends it forth to accomplish his will in the world.

SATAN – Their position is orthodox, except for his annihilation at the end.

ATONEMENT – Insufficient to cover all sin. Jesus’ death paid for Adam’s sin only (original sin), not for the all sins that humanity has committed. His perfect human life offsets the inherited condemnation of Adam’s family. His death only provides the opportunity for us to work for our own salvation. “Grace” simply means the chance to earn one’s own redemption. 

MAN – Man does not have a soul, but is a soul. The body is the soul. The soul is a combination of a body and the “life force” which is no different from the life force in animals.

SIN – a weak view of sin is held. Any soteriological view that states man can work for his own salvation seriously underestimates the seriousness of sin.

DEATH – Annihilation; Soul sleep.

HELL
- Does not exist. There is no place for eternal punishment. This seriously undermines the necessity of believing in Christ for salvation from sin by the provision He has provided. 
RESURRECTION - Jesus was not raised bodily. The Jesus that walked upon the earth ceased to exist. When anyone dies the body ceases to exist. Faithful Jehovah Witnesses and Non-Jehovah Witnesses go into soul sleep and are recreated during the Millennium and are given a second test and opportunity to live a proper life. Unfaithful Jehovah Witnesses are not given this opportunity but their bodies/souls are immediately annihilated. Only the leadership of the Jehovah’s Witnesses (144,000) are glorified at their death and only they spend eternity in heaven. Those who pass the second test will live out eternity on Paradise earth. Non-Jehovah wicked people fair better than unfaithful Jehovah Witnesses.

SECOND COMING – Because Christ is an immortal spirit he cannot return physically. According to JW, Christ was predicted to have already returned spiritually in 1874 but was later changed to 1914. JW do not look for the return of Christ, but for the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom preceded by Armageddon.

SALVATION – Is by faith and works. Every JW must earn and maintain their own salvation. “It must be maintained by great effort and can so easily be lost if one fails to meet the proper standards . . . they are only given the opportunity to prove themselves righteous by maintaining a favored status before God.”
 “There is no substitute for obedience, no gaining of God’s favor without it.”

BELIEVERS -- There are two classes of believers with two different ways of salvation and different destinies for each. The minority class of believers is the “anointed class”, “the little flock” or “faithful and discreet slave” (Mt. 24:45), which are the 144,000 specific Jehovah’s Witnesses (God’s elect) and only they are “born again.” They are recreated immortal spirits at their death and will rule with God from heaven. Who are they? They are the small group leaders at the Watchtower Headquarters in Bethel N.Y. who write and publish the literature of the Society. They will rule over the majority class of believers known as the “other sheep.” The “other sheep” are recreated humans, faithful saints (JW), and unbelievers put to the test during the Millennium. Those who pass the second test, die and are recreated again to live forever on paradise earth. The “second death” – extinction – remains for those who fail the second and final test.

SCRIPTURE – At first glance, it may seem that JW hold to a biblical view of inspiration and inerrancy. However, only the Watchtower Society can correctly interpret the Bible. “Whatever word comes from the Watchtower is equal to Scripture.”
 Ordinary people cannot understand the Scriptures apart from the organization in which God works WTS. God speaks directly with them WTS leaders and only them. The WTS created the New World Translation in 1950. They claim the New World Translation is the best translation in English from the original Greek and Hebrew. However, members are not encouraged to read or have any independent study for they are unable to understand it except through the WTS. They claim that their theology is “reasonable.” “Whatever is “unreasonable” to them is summarily rejected. Paradoxically members must not use their “human reason” to question WTS teaching” Their premise is: no matter how much one studies the Bible one will end up in spiritual darkness apart from WT publications to interpret it correctly for them. “Dissent, criticism or independent questioning and reading of “unauthorized” literature is not permitted. One may ask the questions, but one may not question the answers.”

THE OCCULT – The Watchtower Society claims that angels guided the translators in translating the NWT. Rutherford openly stated that an angel helped write The Watchtower Magazine. “Today the WTS appears to be unsuspectingly involved in the occult principally in one manner: it seems to accept demonic guidance and revelations that come to it in the guise of angelic contacts. For example, “Judge” Rutherford practiced what a channeler or medium would when wanting to contact the spirit world.”

CRITIQUE

NATURE OF GOD – Orthodox Christianity has always taught, as faithful Jews before us, that: "The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!" (Deut. 6:4).

"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me (Isa. 44:6).

"I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though you have not known Me; That men may know from the rising the setting of the sun, that there is no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other” (Isa. 45:5-6).

"Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me” (Isa. 46:9).

 “…the only true God” (John 17:3).

“…we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one” (1 Cor. 8:4).

“…there is but one God” (1 Cor. 8:6).

“…for there is one God” (1 Tim. 2:5).

God is stated to be omnipresent in Psalm 139:7-12, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? . . . .  (The implied answer is nowhere).

"Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do not see him?" declares the LORD. 

"Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD” (Jer. 23:24).

Jesus said, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age" (Mt. 28:20).

TRINITY – 

Its Origin: The doctrine of the trinity comes from revelation, not derived from ancient paganism. Anti-trinitarians’ claim that the apostolic church knew nothing of the Trinity and that the Trinity was a fabrication of the Council of Nicea in the fourth century (325 AD) is simply not true.

· Theophlius was the first to use the term “trinity” and lived from 116-181 A.D.

· Ignatius (30-107) was an early church father and we find in his writings the following statement: “Jesus Christ our God, who is God and man”.

· Justin Martyr (100-155) wrote of “Jesus, who . . . being the first-begotten Word of God, is even God.”

· Irenaeus of Lyons (120-255 A.D.) wrote that Jesus was “perfect God and perfect man.”

· Tertullian of Carthage (145-255 A.D.) said Jesus “Christ is also God . . . [In] His birth, God and man united”. Jesus is “both Man and God, the Son of Man, and the Son of God.”

· Anthansius (293-373 A.D.) taught against the early Arian heresy, which taught that Jesus Christ was not God, declared that Jesus, “always was and is God and Son,” and, “He who is eternally God . . . also became man for our sake.

· Augustine declared that Christians “believe that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God . . . a trinity of mutually related Persons, and a unity of equal essence.”

This sampling of statements by some of the followers of Jesus Christ in the early church proves that the early church accepted the deity of Christ and the doctrine of the Trinity.

     The idea that it was derived from the ancient religions of Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Roman has no foundation. JW and others misrepresent the trinity concept The Christian Trinity is nothing like the false counterfeit trinities of paganism, but significantly different. There is no pagan triad of gods analogous to the Christian Trinity. They believe we teach the trinity as being three gods. However, the Church has never taught tri-theism (three gods). Though some have attempted to explain the trinity as God working in three different modes or aspects (Sabelliansim; Modalism). This view was rejected and condemned by the church at large.
Its Comprehension: Simply because the trinity cannot entirely be understood does not in itself make it wrong. Ankerburg states: “Because the concept cannot be fully comprehended does not mean the doctrine is irrational or cannot be accurately defined . . . . Many things in life are incapable of being fully comprehended, but this does not mean that they are impossible or irrational . . . Threeness and Oneness of God is a paradox or antinomy – an apparent contradiction, not a genuine contradiction.”

Its Scriptural: The concept of the Trinity is not explicitly found in the OT. The Hebrew word for God “Elohim” does have a plural ending. Plural pronouns are used of God in Genesis 1:26: "Then God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…" The prophet Isaiah was given a vision of God describing God’s most essential attribute in a triad: "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts" (Isa. 6:3; Rev. 4:8). A reference to the preincarnate Christ, found in Isaiah 48:16, is associated with the Lord God, and the Spirit: "And now the Lord God has sent Me, and His Spirit". Is this a possible glimpse of the Trinity? 

     In the New Testament Jesus commands His disciples to: "baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. . . " (Mt. 28:18-20). Paul speaks of the three persons of the Trinity: "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (II Co. 13:14). And John states that, "there are three that bear witness" (I Jn. 5:7).

God is a Tri-unity – One God in Three Persons. Each person contains all of the essential attributes of divinity. 
1 x 1 x 1 = 1
The name Jehovah is not found in the Bible. Jehovah was introduced by Raymundus Martini, a Spanish monk, in 1270. The term was created when the Hebrew consonants for God’s name (YHWH) were blended with the vowels from Adonai (another name for God that means Lord).
 The Y is pronounced as a J and the W is pronounced as a V.
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A d o n a i
JESUS

Created or Creator? -- JW will quote several passages from the Bible to show that Jesus had a beginning. Notable Colossians 1:15-17 is quoted to prove that Jesus was created and that He then created everything else. They add the word “other” in the NWT. An addition, which is not found in the original Greek:

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all (other) things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities -- all (other) things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (Col 1:15-17).

 ““, (prototokos) -- “firstborn” is the Greek word for a reference to position or rank; the right of authority, and not to time. It has to do with “priority”. In Gen. 27:28-41 God calls Jacob the firstborn when he received the blessings, even though he was born second to Esau. In Colossians, Paul is referring to His priority and status over creation. He is also spoken of as having rank over those resurrected. He is the firstborn from the dead (Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5).

It is said in the Old Testament Scriptures that it is God (Elohim) who created the heaven and the earth (Genesis 1:1) and the LORD (Yahweh) who made heaven and earth” (Ps 121:2; 115:15; 124:8; 134:3 146:6). If the LORD made everything and by the Son all things were created, then they are one and the same. It is Jesus who is the LORD and who ought to be worshiped as our Creator:

"You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to all of them and the heavenly host bows down before You” (Neh 9:6).

"Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters" (Rev 14:7).

“For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” (Rom 1:25).

Who can create the universe but God, and who ought to be worshipped none other than the Creator? Jesus, the creator of all things is the omnipotent God and He ought to be worshipped!

“”, (monogenes) -- JW may refer to the term “only-begotten” (NASV; KJV) in John 1:14; 18; and 3:16 to prove that Jesus was born into existence. But the Greek word “” does not mean “to be born.” It means “one of a kind” or “unique”; “one and only” (NIV). It means that Jesus is the only unique Son of God, not “only born son”. “For as many as receive Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God . . . (John 1:12). If we are born of Him then God has more than one son (John 3:5; I John 2:29; 3:9).

Hebrews 11:17 refers to Abraham who offered his “only-begotten son.” Isaac was Abraham’s one and only unique son of promise. It was through Isaac that the promise was going to be fulfilled. But Isaac was not the only son born to Abraham, nor the first-born son. He had in fact a total of 8 sons. Abraham also had Ishmael by Hagar and 6 other sons by his other wife, Keturah after Sarah died. They were: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah (Gen. 25:1-2).

“” (gennao) -- is a Greek word that does mean “to be born”. JW will refer you to Psalms 2:7 -- "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. However, this verse is explained in Acts 13:33. Paul by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit interprets Ps. 2:7 as a “begetting from the dead” -- Not a beginning of existence, but a raising from the dead.

Jesus is Eternal

Isaiah 9:6 calls the child to be born, the Christ to come, an eternally father-like person.

Micah 5:2 says that even though Jesus was born in Bethlehem, “His going forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.” 

John 1:30 -- John the Baptist refers to Jesus who was born after he was as having existed before him.

John 8:58 – Jesus says that He existed before Abraham who lived around 2000 B.C.

Revelation 1:8; 21:6 -- The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty”; and “the beginning and the end” Jesus says, "Behold, I am coming quickly . . . I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end" (Rev. 22:12-13). The Lord also said, “I am the first and the last, and there is no other God besides Me” (Isa. 44:6). 

Jesus Is Immutable
Malachi 3:6 -- "For I, the LORD, do not change; 

Hebrews 13:8 -- Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Is Jesus Michael the Archangel?
Jesus cannot be Michael the Archangel or any created being, for angels cannot rule the world according to Hebrews 2:5. On the other hand, Luke 1:32-33 and Revelation 19:16 state that Jesus will rule over all. (Also see I Cor. 15:27-28).

“And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS" (Rev. 19:16).

Is Jesus the Lord?

“…if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; . . . for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED" (Rom. 10:9-13). 

Paul quotes Isaiah 28:16, that those who call on the name of the LORD will be saved. The Greek word for our English “Lord” is “kurios.” The Old Testament was translated into Greek around 200 B.C., called the Septuagint. The translators used the Greek word “kurios” in place of the Hebrew “Yahweh.” Paul is making the Lord Jesus the LORD of the Old Testament. Whoever calls on the LORD/Yahweh/Jehovah and confesses that Jesus is the LORD/Yahweh/ Jehovah will be saved! 

Is Jesus the Almighty God?

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

The Lord God is called the Almighty (Rev. 1:8). The child that is born is called “Mighty God” (Isa. 9:6). JW says that the coming Messiah is called “a mighty God.”

There is only one God, period! There is no Almighty God, and mighty god(s). Only one Almighty/Mighty God, Jesus Christ.

Direct Statements of Jesus’ Deity Found in the Gospels and Epistles
John 1:1

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

     The context points to God. John is deliberately linking Christ with the God of creation and Genesis 1:1. The Jehovah Witnesses translate the passage as "a god" because there is no article before God. However, there is no indefinite article “a” in Greek. The Greek does not say "a" god, but just God. John is a monotheist -- There is "only one true God" (17:3). Why would he argue for polytheism? He is not talking about a plurality of gods.

Colwell Rule: 

"A definite predicate nominative has the article when it follows the verb (I John 4:8);
it (PN) does not have the article when it precedes the verb (John 1:1)."
ss

God    was   the   Word

      PN     Verb

In the case of John 1:1, the predicate nominative "God" precedes the verb "was", therefore, it does not have the article.

Bottom Line: “God” does not need the article “the” to be definite -- specific, particular, fixed, limited.

Other verses where the article is not used with God: John 1:6, 12,13,18; 3:2,21; 9:16,33; Rom. 1:7,17,18; I Cor. 1:30; 15:10; Phil. 2:11,13; Titus 1:1. Even though no article is used in these verses either the NWT translates them as definite and capitalizes “God.”

Walter Martin states:

“JW use and remove the articular emphasis whenever and wherever it suits their fancy regardless of grammatical laws to the contrary.”

Hebrews 1:8

What does the Father say about His Son?

"But of the Son, He says, Thy throne, O God is forever.....Therefore God, Thy God, has anointed Thee....." (Heb. 1:8). Meaning: the Father calls the Son, God! This translation makes perfect sense and it fits well with other verses with the same Greek construction (i.e.: Heb. 10:7; John 17:1, 5, 11).
The Jehovah Witnesses translate the verse incorrectly: “But of the Son He says, God is your throne forever.” Meaning: the Father has dominion or rule over the son. Problem: their translation does not make good sense.

Titus 2:13

"…looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus" (Titus 2:13).

Granville “G” Sharp's Rule:
“When  (and) (1) connects two nouns (2) (3) of the same case, and if the article (the) (4) precedes the first noun but not the second, the article applies to second as well. It denotes a farther description of the first noun”




     4               2     1        3

“the great God and Savior, Jesus Christ”


Savior is a further description of God. God and Savior are used interchangeably with reference to Jesus Christ in Titus 2:10-11; 3:4, 6. They are one and the same!

II Peter. 1:1

“…by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ”

Romans 9:5

“and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen”

JW claim this verse is a doxology and should read:

“May God who is over all be blessed forever”

This is not a doxology, because in a doxology the word “blessed” always precedes “God”. Here – “God” preceded “blessed” – a statement of Christ’s deity.

John 1:18

“No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him”

Jesus is the one and only “monogenes” God (not Son, here). Only God can explain God!

I John. 5:20

"and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life"

Colossians 2:9

“For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” – present tense!

Should Jesus Be Worshipped?
Jesus claimed the right to receive human worship – Jesus knows that there is only one God and only He is to be worshipped: Jesus said, "Go, Satan! For it is written, "you shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only" (Matt. 4:8). The Magi worshipped Him (Mt. 2:11) And Jesus accept worship from others:

“And he said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped Him” (John 9:38).

“Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him” (Mark 5:6).

Also see: Mt. 21:9-16; 28:9,17; Luke Heb. 1:5-6; & Rev. 5:8-14.

Contrast Jesus’ acceptance of worship, with Peter (Acts 10:25-26), Paul and Silas (Acts 14:11-15), and an angel (Rev. 19:10) who refused to accept worship; And with Herod who did accepted worship unjustly and was eaten by worms (Acts 12:20-23).

Did Jesus Claim Absolute Equality with God?
"I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another” (Isa. 42:8).

"Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” (John 17:5).
.

 “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 17:24).
"I and the Father are one" (John 10:30).

 “But He answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working" (John 5:17).

 “Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, "Show us the Father'? (John 14:8-9).

CHRIST – Jesus was the Christ/Messiah -- “The Anointed One” from the beginning.

· “And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:9-11).

· When Jesus’ parents brought Him to the temple to be circumcised (8 days after birth), a priest in Israel named Simeon, had been told: “to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ” (Luke 2:26).

HOLY SPIRIT – He is the third Person of the Trinity. He Possesses the Characteristics of a Person and Possesses All of the Essential Attributes of Deity:

1. He has the Attributes of a Person
· Mind -- "the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God" (I Cor. 2:10-11)

· Emotion -- "do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God" (Eph. 4:30)

· Will -- "But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills" (I Cor. 12:11)

2. He has the Actions of a Person

· Teaches (John 14:26)

· Bears Witness (John 15:26)

· Leads or Guides (Rom. 8:14)

· Intercedes (Rom. 8:26)

· Comforts (John 14:16)

3. He is Treated like a Person
· Lied too (Acts 5:3)

· Resisted (Acts 7:51)

· Insulted (Heb. 10:29)

· Blasphemed (Mt. 12:31)

4. The Masculine Pronoun is Used with the Spirit
Spirit is neuter in the Greek, but the pronoun is masculine:

"And I will ask the Father, and He will give you anotherHelper or Comforter -- “paraclet” (neuter), and He (masculine) may be with you forever" (John 14:16).
"When the helper comes… the Spirit “pneuma” -- "" (neuter) of truth, who precedes from the Father, He -- "s" (masculine) will bear witness of Me" (John 15:26).

"But when He -- "s" (masculine), the Spirit -- "" (neuter) of truth comes, He will guide -- "" (masculine) you into all the truth…" (John 16:13-14)

5. He is declared to be God
· "Ananias why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit… You have not lied to men, but to God" (Acts 5:3-4).

· "Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?" (I Cor. 3:16). Only God dwells in the temple, and if the Spirit dwells in the temple, then the Spirit is God.

· "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing what your fathers did" (Acts 7:51).

· "Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet ......" (Acts 28:25-27). Paul attributed the words that God told Isaiah as spoken by the Holy Spirit. It was "God the Holy Spirit" who was speaking to Isaiah.
6. He has the Attributes of God
· Eternal -- "the eternal Spirit" (Heb. 9:14)

· Knows all things -- "the Spirit searches all things" (I Cor. 2:10)

· Omnipresent -- "Where can I go from Your Spirit?" (Psalms 139:7-10).

7. He has the Prerogatives of God
· Sends Missionaries -- "being sent out by the Holy Spirit" (Acts 13:4).

· Gives Gifts -- " to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good" (I Cor. 12:4-11).

· Deserving of Worship and Honor -- "blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven" (Mt. 12:31). Only God can be blasphemed – an honor that is not given or robbed from Him. The Spirit is here to honor Christ, and if we are filled with the Spirit, we will be people who do not focus primarily on the Spirit, but on Christ. But it is also appropriate to worship the Spirit because He is God. 

8. He has the Activities of God
· Creation (Gen. 1:2; Psalms 104:3).

· Regeneration -- "unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5-6). "He saved us... by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5).

· Sanctification -- "by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ" (I Peter 1:2).

· Revelation -- "we have received... the Spirit... that we might know the things freely given to us by God" (I Cor. 2:12-13).

· Inspiration -- "no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit from God" (2 Peter 1:21). "…things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words" (I Cor. 2:12-13).

· Illumination -- "But the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual, appraises all things..." (I Cor. 2:14-15).

· Raises the Dead -- "the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus" (Rom. 8:11).

ATONEMENT – Jesus’ death was sufficient to pay for every sin of everyone who has/is/will ever live on the face of the earth, not just for original sin. The extent of the atonement was for all men.
For Whom Did Christ Die?

“But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him . . . Yet He Himself bore the sin of many” (Isa. 53:6; 12).
"…the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).
“…Christ died for the ungodly . . . while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:6, 8).

“The man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:5-6).

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross” (1 Peter 2:24).

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

“we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers” (1 Tim 4:10).

“He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 2:2).

(Also see I Cor. 15:3; II Cor. 5:21; Gal. 1:4; Heb. 9:28; Mk. 10:45). 

SALVATION – Because Jesus paid the penalty of sin, obtaining forgiveness and redemption for all men, He is able to offer salvation as a gift to those who will receive it by faith:

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 6:23).

 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).

“…those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17).

We are saved only by Christ’s work on the cross. He alone is worthy to obtain redemption of mankind (Rev. 5:9). We are saved by His works, for good works:

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Eph. 2:8-10).

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7).

“our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).

We cannot be saved by our works! All our righteousness is seen by God as filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). We are saved only by our faith in Christ:
“…by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight” (Rom. 3:20).

“a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified” (Gal. 2:16).

“And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:3-4).

“if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21).
“But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness” (Rom 4:5).

“For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM." Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH" (Gal. 3:10-11).

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” (Rom. 1:16-17).
“Faith Alone, by Grace Alone, in Christ Alone”
What About the Book James?  Can A Man Be Justified by His Own Works?

James asks the question: “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?” (James 2:14). The implied answer is no:

Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works" (James 2:17-18).

.

Does James use Abraham and Rahab as an example of someone who was justified by their works?

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God. You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (James 2:21-24-26).

     The works that Abraham and Rahab performed would have never taken place if they had not had faith in God to begin with. Their total trust in God produced the work. Their work demonstrates that they were justified by faith, but only before men. The work in itself did not produce justification before God. Their justification by works was before men, not God.
“Faith Alone in Christ Alone

+ Not One Thing”

     Salvation from the penalty of sin, providing access to heaven and acceptance before God is by faith in the person, provision and promise of Christ, plus not a single work of the Law of Moses, nor any other merited work man may devise.

DEATH – Jehovah’s Witnesses use Eccl. 9:5 and Psalm 146:4 to prove annihilation:

“For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten” (Eccl. 9:5).

“His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish” (Ps. 146:4). 

There is better evidence that death means: a separation of the body from the spirit.

· The story (Luke 16:19-31) of the rich man and the poor man Lazarus gives us a glimpse into the afterlife where people are conscious of their surroundings.

· In Matthew 17:3 Moses, who had been dead for 1500 years speaks to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

· Jesus speaks of the soul and the body as having separate parts, when He said: "Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt. 10:28).
· The Bible speaks of the soul departing and returning to the body:

“It came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin” (Gen 35:18).

“Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, I pray You, let this child's life return to him" (1 Kings 17:21).

“Paul went down and fell upon him, and after embracing him, he said, "Do not be troubled, for his life (literally “soul”) is in him" (Acts 20:10).

“When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained” (Rev 6:9).

Question? If Jesus is life (John 1:4), how can He cease to exist? How could anything exist, if life died?

HELL – The Bible speaks of Hades/Hell as a real place of unending torture. It uses the same language to describe the duration of one’s existence in Hell as one’s duration in Heaven = Eternal. Simply because we do not like the idea of Hell does not deny the fact that the Bible teaches about its existence.

"Then He will also say to those on His left, "Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41).

"These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life" (Matt 25:46).
"And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image” (Rev. 14:11).

“And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev 20:10).

“we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10).

RESURRECTION -- Christ was raised bodily – He was raised in the same physical body in which He died.
"See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have" (Luke 24:39).
In Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, he quotes David who had looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, “that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY” (Acts 2:31).

     Christ presently inhabits a body, “in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9) – “present tense”.

     The Bible gives no reference to a second chance/test after death, for “it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment (Heb 9:27). Paradise is not something far into the future. Jesus said to the man dying on the cross beside Him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).

BELIEVERS – the Bible does give even the slightest hint of two classes of believers. All are declared to be one in Christ:

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).

     All of us are said to share in one future hope (Eph. 1:18; 4:4). It is called “the hope laid up for you in heaven” (Col. 1:5).

     The “other sheep” refer to the Gentiles (John 10:16). They are not second-class Christians who will not inherit heaven, but who must live on the paradise earth. The “lost sheep” refers to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt. 10:6; 15:24).

     Every Believer is given the same Spirit of God by which he can understand and apply the Scriptures in his own life. 

THE SECOND COMING – We cannot set a date for Christ’s return, “for you do not know which day your Lord is coming” (Mt. 24:42). There can be no invisible return of Christ, for Christ will return visibly and physically:

“He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven" (Acts 1:9-11).

“BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him” (Rev 1:7).

"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory” (Matt 24:30).

SCRIPTURE – The New World Translation
     Walter Martin states that: “Jehovah’s Witnesses boast that their translation is ‘the work of competent scholars” and further that it gives clarity to the Scriptures that other translations have somehow failed to supply”.
 They claim that modern English translations (KJV, RSV, NIV, NASB, etc.) are bound by religious traditionalism and have their roots in paganism, are full of errors, and cannot be trusted. Only their translation can be trusted as to accurately communicate the intent of the original language.

     Martins’ comments that the Watchtowers’ pompous pronouncements that their “scholars” were superior to great scholars as Wycliffe, Tyndale, and the hundreds of brilliant Christian men who produced the King James, American Standard, and the Revised Standard Versions of the Bible is too absurd to merit refutation.

What Do Biblical Scholars Say About the NWT?

· Dr. Robert Countess’ published doctrinal dissertation, The Jehovah’s Witnesses New Testament: A Critical Analysis of the New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures, gives a most thorough and devastating critique of the NWT:

“…has been sharply unsuccessful in keeping doctrinal consideration from influencing actual translation… a radically biased piece of work. At some points it is actually dishonest… neither modern or scholarly.”

· Edmond Gruss,

“Watchtower publications repeatedly present doctrines and interpretation of the Scriptures which completely misunderstand or ignore grammar.”

· Dr. Anthony Hoekema,

“…the Jehovah’s Witnesses actually impose their own theological system upon the Scriptures and force it to comply with their beliefs.”

· Dr. Bruce Metzger, professor of the New Testament Language and Literature at Princeton Theological Seminary and the author of The Text of the New Testament states: 

“…the JW have incorporated in their translation of the New Testament several quite erroneous renderings of the Greek.”

· Dr. Julius Mantey was one of the leading Greek scholars in the world and co-author of The Dana-Mantey Greek Grammar, stated:

“I have never read any New Testament so badly translated as The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek. In fact, it is not a translation at all. Rather, it is a distortion.”

     Dr. Martin reminds us that:

“The New World Bible Translation Committee had no known translators with recognized degrees in Greek or Hebrew exegesis or translation.”

     Fredrick W. Franz, the representative of the translation committee and the then vice-president of the Watchtower Society, admitted under oath that he could not translate Genesis 2:4 from the Hebrew.

From the Pursuer’s Proof of the cross-examination held on Wednesday, November 24, 1954, p. 7, paragraphs A-B, Examining Fred W. Franz: 

Q: Have you also made yourself familiar with Hebrew?

A: (Franz) Yes.

Q: So, that you have a substantial linguistic apparatus at your command?

A: Yes, for the use in my biblical work.

Q: I think you are able to read and follow the Bible in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Spanish,

     Portuguese, German, and French?

A: Yes.

Later, during the same cross-examination:

Q: You, yourself read and speak Hebrew, do you?

A: I do not speak Hebrew.

Q: You do not?

A: No.

Q: Can you, yourself translate that into Hebrew? (pointing at a Hebrew text of

     Genesis 2:4).

A: Which?

Q: That fourth verse of the second chapter of Genesis?

A: You mean here?

Q: Yes.

A: No.

Conclusion: The New World Translation is a fake and cannot be trusted!

THE OCCULT -- 
“We believe that angels of God are used in directing Jehovah Witnesses.”

"You may say in your heart, "How will we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?' "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him” (Deut 18:21-22).

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, "Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So, you shall purge the evil from among you. If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, "Let us go and serve other gods' (whom neither you nor your fathers have known, of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other end), you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him” (Deut 13:1-8).

Has the Watchtower Society Ever Made False Prophecies?

· In Man’s Salvation (1975) the WS admits that Russell was wrong in his 1874 prediction of Christ’s second coming (Russell claimed in Studies in the Scriptures: “Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, since October 1874 A.D.”). The date was changed to 1914.

· The WS admitted it was wrong predicting that: “God’s kingdom and the complete glorification of the church” would be established in 1914. “True, the Bible students were not “taken home” to heaven in October of 1914. But the 2,500-year-long Gentile Times then ended.”

· The WS admitted that it was wrong in 1975 about Russell’s prediction that: “1925 will mark the return Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the faithful prophets of old”. As a result, they admitted that Bible students found it necessary to adjust their thinking, saying that many were mistaken to think that this was a “certainty” instead of a “probability.”

Remember: The prophet is recognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if his prediction comes true:

"The prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes to pass, then that prophet will be known as one whom the LORD has truly sent” (Jer. 28:9).

Conclusion: Russell and WTS have made false prophecies. Therefore, we should not listen to them! Be on the alert, and be not deceived!
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